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Abstract

The Principles of Church Ministry focused on the 21st
chapter of John's Gospel

Prof, Dr, Younghyo Im

This paper deals with the last chapter of John’s Gospel which
is known as the epilogue of it in respect to church ministry.
This chapter gives important spiritual messages concerning
evangelism ministry(21:1-14) and shepherding ministry(21:15-25).
These two ministries are essential to church ministry, and should
be working continually like two wheels of a cart.

The first half of this chapter shows that when the church’s
missionary work is doing in the Lord’s presence there will be
an abundant harvest. And the second half of this chapter shows
that the requirement, the contents(21:15-17), the goal(21:18-19),
the ministry attitude(21:20-23), and the foundation(21:24-25)
of shepherding ministry.

Therefore, this chapter was written to give a guide for church
ministry, and can be said as the charter of church ministry which
contains theology of church ministry, that is, the contents of
pastoral ministry.

Because the resurrected Lord is the Lord of church which
he gave himself up for her, he wants to remind his disciples
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of the task of church ministry. This church ministry is the ministry
which Jesus was doing in the world. That is, the ministry of
gathering new believers into the church and of building them
as the sheep of the Lord.

This last chapter teaches that in order to accomplish this ministry
fully, the ministers should understand the unique characteristic
of church, that is, the diversity and immaturity of church members.
Also it teaches that the ministers should serve their members
with the unconditional love and patience to fill up their deficiency.
In addition to this, it shows that when the church ministry is
doing according to the Lord’s word in the presence of him,
it’s result will be an abundant harvest.

This chapter reveals that the absolute requirement of church
ministry is loving Christ. It intimates that the more a minister
has an intimate relationship with Christ, the more he loves, cares,
and protects his church. Accordingly it emphasizes that
shepherding ministry is not a technique but a loving act as shown
by the absolute requirement of the ministry. Two elements of
shepherding ministry are feeding sheep and taking care of sheep.
Thus these two elements are given as the very indispensable
requirements of shepherding ministry.

Also this last chapter shows that to make progress in church
ministry first of all a minister should be refreshed, and healed
by Jesus’ love and word. Especially, it teaches that the minister
whom the Lord wants is the person who does not seek personal
glory and ambition but seek God’s glory through the death and



sacrifice of himself. it also warns that a minister should exclude
the personal competitive consciousness and the comparative
consciousness because they work as the elements of destroying
the church ministry.

In John 21:23, it gives an important message today’s ministers,
that is, in doing church ministry it is very important to interpret
the Lord’s word accurately and apply it properly. According
to this, missionary ministry and shepherding ministry will be
successful or not.

In conclusion, the twenty first chapter of John should be
accepted to today’s ministers as a word of the special revelation
that reveals the principles of church ministry to Jesus’ disciples

for world mission toward all nations.

-

Keywords | Church ministry, missionary ministry,
shepherding ministry, world mission, love,
glory, interpretation, application
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